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Introduction: With this message we begin a three-part series called Refresh! It is a small effort to hit the refresh button on our hearts so that we might better glorify and serve God. The first message will be on refreshing our faith. We will then look at refreshing our families. Finally, we will consider how to refresh our finances.
	Let’s first consider how we might refresh our faith. There are two ways to do this. The first way is to talk about the subjective nature of our faith. That is, we could look at ‘our’ personal faith. This would put a great of focus on us in how we believe and what we believe. There is a place for looking at practical ways to increase our faith.
	But there is another way to refresh and increase our faith and that is by looking at the object of our faith. That is, it may be more effective to advance our faith by looking at the focus of our faith, namely, at God Himself. I would suggest that faith will be refreshed in us by an ever-expanding view and comprehension of the person and character of God. What does it matter if we have all the faith in the world and yet our God is too small and weak? We serve a great God. If we make much of our great God then our faith will be great; but, if our God is too small then our faith will be small.
	Over the next three weeks we will be using the Book of Nehemiah as a launching pad to discuss each of the subjects of faith, family, and finances. Let us consider what Nehemiah states about the greatness of our God and let us do so by understanding his circumstance. 
	Nehemiah was part of the Jewish exile held captive in Assyria/Persia after God had used this foreign power to destroy and judge His people. This destruction took place in 587 BC. Thousands of God’s people were taken captive and deported. The year is now 445 BC and God is ready to restore His people. He does so through Nehemiah and Ezra.  Nehemiah was advisor to King Artaxerxes; Ezra was a priest of the Lord in exile. 
	A report had made its way to Nehemiah’s desk outlining the deplorable conditions of the city of Jerusalem and the shameful living conditions of a small remnant of God’s people who had survived the destruction of the city and had escaped the deportation to Assyria. Nehemiah 1:1-4 outlines the report and describes Nehemiah’s initial response: “The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Susa the capital, 2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And I asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the exile, and concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they said to me, "The remnant there in the province who had survived the exile is in great trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire. As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven." 
	What is amazing about this response is the length and depth of Nehemiah’s sorrowful praying and fasting. Verse 1 notes that this report came to him in the month of ‘Chislev.’ Then, Nehemiah 2:1 notes that Nehemiah finally approached the King for help in the month of ‘Nisan.’ In the Jewish calendar the month of Chislev encompasses Oct./Nov. and the month of Nisan encompasses Mar./Apr. This means that Nehemiah prayed and fasted and sought the God of heaven for at least five, maybe six months. This is astonishing given our microwave culture where everything has to be immediate. Yet, in this six month period Nehemiah got his focus on God, a focus that would bring him through many difficult times.
	After the word of the deplorable conditions of the city had made its way to Nehemiah the Word says that Nehemiah dropped to his knees and prayed. Nehemiah’s prayer is the most God-drenched, God-saturated prayer you’ll read anywhere in the Bible: “As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 5 And I said, "O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for the people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even I and my father's house have sinned. 7 We have acted very corruptly against you and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that you commanded your servant Moses. 8 Remember the word that you commanded your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples, 9 but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though your dispersed be under the farthest skies, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place that I have chosen, to make my name dwell there.' 10 They are your servants and your people, whom you have redeemed by your great power and by your strong hand. 11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who delight to fear your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.’ Now I was cupbearer to the king.”
	Who is this God in whom we place our faith? What warrants our trust in Him? I submit that there is no one like our great God. And that once we better understand who He is it is much easier to trust Him. Let us consider Nehemiah’s prayer and pull from it several theological gems that will refresh our faith by refreshing our view of God.



God is the God of Heaven
Nehemiah refers to God twice as the “God of heaven,” once in verse 4 and once in verse 5. This phrase lets us know that our God is a glorious God who is totally other, completely God. In other words, there is no one like Him because there is no other God. There are no true gods because all idols are non-gods. This means that God is the only worth having faith in because He never fails.



God is the God Who is Great and Awesome
Nehemiah then describes the God of heaven is “…the great and awesome God…” That is, not only is God above all other gods but He is mighty and holy. God is the all-powerful God. He is able to do all that He wills to do. He is not weak, He does not sleep, He does not grow weary, and He does not lack for strength. This means that we can lean on His strength.



God is the God Who Keeps His Word
In addition, God is a keeper of His word. This is why verse 5 states that God “…keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love Him and keep His commandments.” God keeps His commitments to those who obey Him, and often even when we do not. This means that we can depend on Him. He is a faithful God!



God is the God Who Hears the Repentant/Humble Prayer of Sinners
Even though God is above us and beyond us in His perfections, He is also a God of great grace and mercy. This is why Nehemiah would pray in verse 6 the following truth about God, “… let your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for the people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even I and my father's house have sinned.” Nehemiah could pray for grace and forgiveness with confidence because he knew the character of God of not only great but gracious. He knew that true confession and repentance would warrant God’s gracious mercy. This means that we can have faith in God to hear and forgive us.



God is a God Who is Holy
The reason God’s people had been taken captive is because God judged them because of their sinfulness and disobedience. Their lifestyles had become an offence to a perfect and holy God. To be holy means to be totally separate, without sin, absolutely perfect, without blemish. Nehemiah notes as much when he prays this kind of confession of sin in his prayer: “We have acted very corruptly against you and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that you commanded your servant Moses. 8 Remember the word that you commanded your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples, 9 but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though your dispersed be under the farthest skies, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place that I have chosen, to make my name dwell there.'” For God to be holy means that we must know that to sin offends Him and that He calls us to be holy just as He is holy (1 Peter 3:13-17). To have faith in God means to hear the call to be holy because God is holy.



God is the God Who is a Redeeming God
Nehemiah is able to call upon God to redeem His people because not only does he know that God is merciful and gracious, but that God is able to do whatever it takes to ‘buy back’ or redeem His people. This is why Nehemiah prayed in verse 10, “They are your servants and your people, whom you have redeemed by your great power and by your strong hand.” Though the condition of Jerusalem was deplorable and the people of God were in exile, Nehemiah knew that God was able to do whatever it took to save and restore His people. God honors the kind of faith that trusts God’s redeeming power.



God is the God Who is King Over His People
Nehemiah prays knowing that God has control over all people, even the King: “O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who delight to fear your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man." This is amazing. Nehemiah prays that God would influence King Artaxerxes in such a way that he would grant Nehemiah the right to return to the land of his heritage to rebuild it. God comes through in an unbelievable manner. Not only does the King grant Nehemiah this right, but the very country that destroyed Jerusalem ends up paying to rebuild her! (see Nehemiah 2:1-8) What a great God. This means that we can have faith in a sovereign God who works His will in His way in His time with His power. 





God is the God Who Gives True Success
Finally, we can have faith in God because God alone gives true success. In fact, Nehemiah prays for success in verse 11, “…give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.” True success is doing the will of God. We can have faith in God because He will give us success, a success that will glorify Him!
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